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Dignified transportation for seniors





Senior mobility is an issue that affects everyone! 
Statistics:

· Sarasota County has the largest percentage of older adults in the nation for counties +250,000.
· More than 30% of the population is over 65 compared to the national average of 12%, with over 45% of all households including someone over 65 years of age.
· By 2012, approximately 10,000 American will turn 65 every day, and by 2030 our overall senior population will reach nearly 71 million (Center for Disease Control & Prevention; The Merck Company Foundation).

· More than 30 million senior drivers aged 65 and older are on the road today (NHTSA).

· Seniors outlive their ability to drive: 10 years for women and 6 years for men.
· Today’s older Americans are among the most active and community-engaged seniors in our nation’s history; mobility and independence are essential to preserve those activities.

Impacts are varied--some are intergenerational and reach across all aspects of a community:
· the individual

· the family

· community businesses and organizations

· community services and government; and 

· other community members
Benefits of such transportation programs for older citizens:

· Gives older citizens and adults with visual disabilities options that gives them control over their mobility and thus independence

· Allows them to feel as though they are riding with a friend or caring relative without feeling as though they are imposing
· Reduces the isolation and loneliness experiences by non-driving older community members, thus resulting in improved physical and mental health.
· Families have options for supporting their non-driving older family members

· Such transportation options allows older adults in the community to:
· arrive at medical appointments on time and reduces missed appointments

· frequent local businesses

· attend local arts and cultural events

· give to the community through their own volunteer efforts

· Increased road safety with impaired drivers now having options
· Safer roads means less cost to community services (i.e., police, EMT, firefighters, court system)

· ITN volunteers experience a sense of giving to others and to the community—of doing something meaningful and that makes a difference in the lives of others
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